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Because of its weight, a branch can tear 
loose during pruning, stripping the bark and 
creating jagged edges that invite insects and 
disease. To prevent that, follow these steps: 

A. Make a partial cut from below, 
several inches away from the trunk. 

B. Make a second cut from above 
several inches out from the first cut, 
to allow the limb to fall safely. 

C. Complete the job with a final cut just 
outside the branch collar (the raised 
area that surrounds the branch) 
where it joins the trunk. 
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